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In 2017, the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
launched a large-scale airlift operation to return irregular migrants
to their countries of origin in a bid to curb unemployment

in Saudi Arabia. Ethiopian migrants have been returned to ahShomalon
Bole International Airport in Addis Ababa, where they are
registered by |IOM before continuing to their destination and
the most vulnerable are extended travel assistance." Between M

2017 and 2022, 519,000 migrants were returned to Ethiopia.
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In 2022, IOM registered 93,500 Ethiopian returnees, an 18%
increase compared to 2021 (79,500). Migrants primarily intended
to return to the regions of Amhara (42%), Oromia (31%) and Tigray
(20%). Migrants wishing to return to their homes in the conflict-
affected regions of Amhara, Tigray and Afar (59,400) faced particular
challenges; many returnees were stranded in shelters in Addis Ababa,
unable to return home, reunify with family or otherwise support
themselves. Compared to 2021, the number of male returnees
increased by 34%, while the number of female returnees decreased
by 29%. Despite an overall increase in returns from the previous year,
the number of children dropped by 40%; those younger than five
years constituted the majority (78%) of all children returned in 2022.
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Returns from Saudi Arabia were periodically suspended, from B - oo

December 2021 to February 2022 due to the escalation of armed
conflict in northern Ethiopia, and from September to October
2022 due to overcrowding at reception facilities in Addis Ababa.
The Government of Ethiopia has been struggling to meet resource
needs at shelters, particularly for the most vulnerable arrivals.
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Migrant Sex and Age Breakdown Occupation in Saudi Arabia
PY ° 8,780 ﬁ Domestic work

84% 16% 2444 B
w ﬂ 3134 W Other

: 21  Skilled manual
18+ MW 76248 W 12270 | 7834 NI (agriculture; farming)
24 Skilled manual
6-17 653 628 14,453 I (craft transport and trade)
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